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Susan S. Fainstein: 
Justice as the Governing Principle for 
Urban Development
Within the global context of heightened urban compe-
tition, approaches to urban development have been jus-
tifi ed by their contribution to economic growth rather 
than to greater justice. Th e consequence has been in-
creased inequality and diminished access to amenities 
and welfare. Th e use of justice as a governing princip-
le—defi ned in terms of equity, diversity, and democra-
cy—would require that policies be evaluated in terms 
of their consequences for the relatively disadvantaged. 
Th is form of evaluation requires predicting the impact 
of policy on diff erent social groupings rather than on 
aggregates, and it means that appropriate policies in 
one context may be ill-advised in another. Th e idea 
of Spatial Justice is in this sense post-positivist and 
sensitive to the specifi cities of projects and locales. 
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of Planning. She is a graduate of Harvard University 
and received her PhD in political science from MIT.


