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Marcos L. Rosa
Microplanning
Microplanning situates the action of the micro 
scale in terms of its social practices and coll-
ective appropriations, calling attention to the 
importance of ‘bottom up’ initiatives in the 
configuration of São Paulo’s urban landscape. 
It points to the enormous potential of these 
projects to describe the local scale and its ur-
ban tactics as another way to think about the 
city. Urban creative practices generate spaces 
of quality that provide room for encounter, as 
points of contact struggling against the void of 
quality collective spaces. 

Marcos Leite Rosa is a Brazilian architect and 
urban planner and currently works as a researcher 
independent designer with focus in the intersections 
between macro scale infrastructure projects, grass-
roots initiatives and temporary projects. 
He is the author of the research and editor of the 
publication Microplanning, Urban Creative Practices 
in São Paulo (2011). Member of the Urban Age South 
America 2008 research group, and coordinator of 
the Deutsche Bank Urban Age Award São Paulo. He 
has exhibited work in the Rotterdam Int. Arch. Bien-
nale 2010 and in the Int. Biennale in São Paulo 2011.
www.microplanning.net

Philipp Rode
Transport Equity: São Paulo, Istan-
bul and Mumbai
Inadequate transport provision and socio-spa-
tial urban segregation are hampering social 
and economic progress for the most disadvan-
taged groups in developing world cities. The 
research presented contributes to studies of 
transport conditions and urban poverty by 
comparing the distribution of transport acces-
sibility in three emerging megacities; Policy-
makers need to improve mobility while also 
looking toward an accessibility agenda that 
attends to features of urban form, including 
land-use mix and urban density that contribu-
te to a more accessible and equitable city.

Philipp Rode is Executive Director of LSE Cities and 
Senior Research Fellow at the London School of Eco-
nomics and Political Science. He is Ove Arup Fellow 
with the LSE Cities Programme and co-convenes the 
LSE Sociology Course on ‚City Making: The Politics 
of Urban Form‘. As researcher and consultant he 
manages projects comprising urban governance, 
transport, city planning and urban design. 
Rode organised Urban Age conferences in partner-
ship with Deutsche Bank‘s Alfred Herrhausen Society 
in ten cities bringing together political leaders, city 
mayors, urban practitioners, private sector represen-
tatives and academic experts.
http://lsecities.net/

Johannes Fiedler

Andries Geerse

Tripoli: A Cleptocrat’s Legacy
After the recent change of regime in Libya, 
the effect of 32 years of autocratic rule can 
be assessed. In the case of the capital city of 
Tripoli, we can see how the strange ideolo-
gical amalgam of socialist functionalism and 
real estate speculation has impacted on the 
colonial city and has devastated the popular 
quarters of the early independence period. In 
the later years, the Gaddafi family and its cro-
nies have pursued an outright war against any 
self-determined form of settlement and city 
use – to be replaced by Green Belts, freeways, 
residential compounds and shopping malls. 

Johannes Fiedler is an architect and urban planner 
with a focus on global urbanization issues. His office, 
fiedler.tornquist, based in Austria, is primarily enga-
ged in housing and urban design. As a consultant, 
he has contributed to several urban development 
projects in Austria, in Cape Verde, South Africa, 
Mocambique an in the Palestinian territories. Jo-
hannes Fiedler has obtained a doctoral degree with 
a research on urbanization phenomena before the 
background of globalization. He is now the interim 
head of the Institute of Urban Design of TU Braun-
schweig. Recent research issues: urban production 
modes, Spatial Justice.
http://www.tu-braunschweig-isl.de/STAEDTEBAU/

Practice what you preach
Currently democracy is simply a vote for lea-
ders every four years. But true democracy is 
more than that—citizens have the opportunity 
to participate in decision-making, including 
the planning of their city and neighbourhood. 
This grassroots approach, so enthusiastically 
preached to developing countries, is missing 
here at home. Participation is more than just 
talking and making a nice plan; it’sa way 
to mobilize investors in today’s challenging 
market. The failure of big business and big 
government is causing cities worldwideto 
turn to coalitions of small and medium-sized 
players as urban development partners.

Andries Geerse is an urban planner and founder of 
WE LOVE THE CITY. His office concentrates its work 
on the transformation of the existing city. He envisi-
ons a state of planning in which residents, business 
owner and all citizens are positively involved shaping 
and investing into the city. That vision has been suc-
cessfully implemented in projects in the Netherlands 
as well as in South Africa.
AndriesGeerse is an advisor for the UN HABITAT 
urban planning program and significantly invol-
ved in the Participatory Slum Upgrading Program. 
WELOVETHECITY projects show that participation 
both enhances design and generates investment in 
developing countries and Europe.
www.welovethecity.eu

Block I   10 - 12 Uhr

Block II 14 - 16 Uhr


